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Memo

To:
Dania Beach City Commissioners
From:
Dan Murphy, Facilitator, Creative Arts Council Advisory Board
CC:
J. Earle, R. Baldwin, C. Donnelly, B. Donly
Date:
1/06/2015
Re:
Signal Box Decoration
At the December, 2014 meeting of the Creative Arts Council Advisory Board, the following memo was unanimously adopted for submission to city staff and the city commission, for consideration of funding.
Recommendation

The Dania Beach city commission approve expenditure of $17,500 to decorate ten traffic signal boxes in Dania Beach with original art work selected from among professional artists.

Background

In 2013 the Creative Arts Council Advisory Board decorated eight traffic signal boxes with original artwork.  Artist works were selected via a “Call to Artists”, with submissions reviewed by an independent committee from the Creative Arts Council.  Each artist was paid a stipend of $400 for 1-time use of the art and boxes selected were at strategic locations along Federal Highway, East Dania Beach Boulevard, Stirling and Griffin roads.  The installation company selected was Image 360 (formerly Signs by Tomorrow): previously this firm had been contracted by Dania Beach Community Development after a competitive review to install the city’s first two signal boxes.  The vendor was paid the amount of $800 per signal box, or $6,400 for the production and installation of eight boxes.  The Creative Arts Council administered production of the artwork to conform to signal box dimensions and Image 360 design requirements, avoiding an additional $75 per-box fee.  Image360 was responsible for obtaining a county permit, producing and installing the art work over a six-week period in June and July, 2013.  The signal boxes caused a sensation in Broward County and were honored with awards as a city arts project.

2015 Proposal

The Creative Arts Council Advisory Board unanimously recommended creation of an additional  ten signal box decorations during the 2014-15 fiscal year. 

· Location.   Ten sites were recommended from 13 remaining undecorated signal boxes in the city.  These are box 3263, Stirling Rd. at Phippen Rd.; 3305, Stirling Rd at 12 Ave.; 3307, Stirling Rd at Bryan Rd; 3029, Griffin Rd. at Ravenswood Rd; 3339, Griffin Rd. entrance to Melaluca; 3373, Griffin Rd at 28th Ter; 3015, Griffin Rd at 29th Ter; 3344, Griffin Rd at 30th Ter; 3466, Ravenswood Rd at Gulfstream Rd.; and 3478, Ravenswood Rd at 42nd St.

· Art Selection.   It is recommended a selection committee of the Creative Arts Council Advisory Board conduct a Call to Artists with the same general conditions as 2013.  Submissions would be received during February, 2015 and a final committee decision made before March 1. 

· Vendor Selection.   An appropriate city department executive would review qualifications of Image 360 and two other prospective bidders.  Key criteria will remain overall cost to produce and install the artwork on signal boxes, ability to obtain appropriate county and FDOT permits to install the artwork on signal boxes, and the proprietary materials to be used to create signal box artworks that are vividly colored and durably laminated in a way that is easily maintained and difficult to graffiti.

· Budget.
  The Creative Arts Council Advisory Board requests approval of a total project budget for 10 signal box installations not to exceed $17,500.  This an estimate for each box that includes:

· Artist Stipend.



$    400

· Design production


$    150

· Permit fees



$    150

· Production & installation

$     800

Total  (per box)


$ 1,500

· Timing.  The Call to Artists and vendor selection would take place before February 28, 2015.  Selection of artwork by mid-March and production and installation before April 30, 2015.
and owner feedback.
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